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For composite manufacturers and suppliers to the automotive industry, the annual North 
American International Auto Show in Detroit is the Holy Grail. This year, there has been 
no shortage of composites innovation on the show floor, as many models on display 
prominently featured FRP.


BMW has used the show as the platform to debut its newly upgraded i8 Coupe and X2. 
The Coupe isn’t drastically different from when it debuted in 2014 as the first mid-engine 
car to offer a carbon fiber passenger cell. In addition to its composite passenger cell, the 
new Coupe features a new CFRP windscreen frame that helps reduce the vehicle’s 
overall weight.


Alongside the BMW’s new models was its i8 Roadster, which debuted in December at 
the Los Angeles Auto Show. As it does for the Coupe, the single-piece carbon fiber 
passenger cell contributes to the vehicle’s rigidity and dynamics.


Ford displayed the 2018 Raptor, which featured both exterior and internal composite 
components. The OEM also used the show to tease the 2019 release of its Mustang 
Shelby® GT500® with its 700-plus horsepower. The preview video for the speed demon 
reveals a carbon fiber front splitter and a Ford GT-style spoiler. Given its production 
history with the GT350, the GT500 could also potentially feature carbon fiber wheels.


https://twitter.com/iacmihq/status/952995408111947776?
ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E952995408111947776%7Ct
wgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fcompositesmanufacturingmagazine.c
om%2F2018%2F01%2Fnaias-2018-show-floor-features-composites-innovation%2F


http://compositesmanufacturingmagazine.com/2018/01/naias-2018-show-floor-features-composites-innovation/
http://compositesmanufacturingmagazine.com/2018/01/naias-2018-show-floor-features-composites-innovation/
http://compositesmanufacturingmagazine.com/2018/01/naias-2018-show-floor-features-composites-innovation/
http://compositesmanufacturingmagazine.com/2017/11/audi-a8-bmw-i8-roadster-debut-los-angeles-auto-show/
http://performance.ford.com/enthusiasts/media-room/20180/01/2019-shelby-gt500.html
http://performance.ford.com/enthusiasts/media-room/20180/01/2019-shelby-gt500.html
http://compositesmanufacturingmagazine.com/2016/10/ford-shelby-gt350r-mustang-wins-award-carbon-fiber-wheels/
https://twitter.com/iacmihq/status/952995408111947776?ref_src=twsrc%255Etfw%257Ctwcamp%255Etweetembed%257Ctwterm%255E952995408111947776%257Ctwgr%255E%257Ctwcon%255Es1_c10&ref_url=http://compositesmanufacturingmagazine.com/2018/01/naias-2018-show-floor-features-composites-innovation/
https://twitter.com/iacmihq/status/952995408111947776?ref_src=twsrc%255Etfw%257Ctwcamp%255Etweetembed%257Ctwterm%255E952995408111947776%257Ctwgr%255E%257Ctwcon%255Es1_c10&ref_url=http://compositesmanufacturingmagazine.com/2018/01/naias-2018-show-floor-features-composites-innovation/
https://twitter.com/iacmihq/status/952995408111947776?ref_src=twsrc%255Etfw%257Ctwcamp%255Etweetembed%257Ctwterm%255E952995408111947776%257Ctwgr%255E%257Ctwcon%255Es1_c10&ref_url=http://compositesmanufacturingmagazine.com/2018/01/naias-2018-show-floor-features-composites-innovation/
https://twitter.com/iacmihq/status/952995408111947776?ref_src=twsrc%255Etfw%257Ctwcamp%255Etweetembed%257Ctwterm%255E952995408111947776%257Ctwgr%255E%257Ctwcon%255Es1_c10&ref_url=http://compositesmanufacturingmagazine.com/2018/01/naias-2018-show-floor-features-composites-innovation/

	Composites Featured Prominently at 2018 North American International Auto Show

